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WHERE MAY I SERVE?

Name_________________________________________

Tick boxes where you are willing to serve in 2020 going forward. Please note that the areas that
are bold are in great need of more volunteer help. When complete, cut out and give to a staff
member

CATEGORY 1 VOLUNTEERS

Admin Help
ALPHA Team
Bookkeeper
Communion
Assistant
Crèche Leader
Handyman
Kidult Speaker
Meals provider
MOPS Volunteer
Morning/
Afternoon Tea
team leader

Pastoral Carer visiting
Photographer
Playgroup
Volunteer
Prayer Leader
(leading prayer in
services)
Prayer Ministry
(pray with people
post service)
Service Leader
Small Group
Leader / Assistant

Song Leader
St Tom’s Hope
Mentor
COACH
Kids Hope
Sunday Club
Helper
Tom’s Crew
Hospitality
Leader
Welcome Team
Leader
Women’s Mentor
Youth Leader

CATEGORY 2 VOLUNTEERS

Band Member
Communion Set
Up / Pack Up
EAL English
Teacher

Prayer support
Sound Desk
Operator
Welcomer

Women’s
mentoring Prayer
and support

CATEGORY 3 VOLUNTEERS

Bible reader (in
service)
Cleaner (vac)
ProPresenter

Prayer Partner
Morning Tea
Team

Women’s
Mentoring Prayer
Partner
Community Events
(various roles)
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FROM RUTH - ASSOCIATE
MINISTER
2020 lies before us. What do you long for? I long for the fires to cease.
I long for a cure to Alzheimer’s disease and all cancers. I long for
poverty to end. I long to live sustainably on this earth. I long for
lasting restoration with Australia’s first people. I long for open conversations.
In 2020 I also have personal longings - for St Tom’s, for friends and loved ones, for
myself too. 2020 will change us. How will we live? How will we pray?
The Book of Psalms contains prayers arising from people’s lives. God is the listener.
So Psalm 94 shocked me. It begins, ‘O Lord, God of vengeance, you God of
vengeance, shine forth! Rise up, O judge of the earth; give to the proud what they
deserve!’
Who would talk to God like this, I wondered. Is this level of ‘freedom of speech’
allowed in prayer?
As I read, I realized that when you’ve experienced something ‘not ok’, big emotions
come to the surface. I noticed the psalmist’s sarcasm and acerbic style. I felt their
seething anger and full-blown anxiety.
When I’m feeling ‘not ok’, I’m likely to react similarly, though I may not want to admit
it. I may even try to use more politically correct language. So I appreciated the
psalmist’s raw honesty in prayer. God is the safe listener.
The psalmist’s vent however, seemed to bring some relief! The relief then produced a
fabulous insight: God is teacher and human life the classroom v10. Discipline or
‘training’ is part of being a good student. God’s training is to be accepted v12. It gives
respite in trouble v13. It grows patience v13. As a result, the good student trusts God
will not abandon them v14, 22. They trust He will deliver justice v15, 23. Such insight
within a venting prayer!
But then the tone changed again. The psalmist expresses that they feel supported,
consoled even, and their soul becomes light v18, 19. They are changed. How did it
happen? They understood all over again that God, the safe listener, loves them v18.
If God the safe listener loves us, we can pray honestly. Insights will be given, and
lighter souls. We can long deeply and pray accordingly. May God change us in 2020.
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SERMON SERIES,
PREACHING ROSTER
AND READINGS
Note: Services are at 8:30 am or 10:30 am unless otherwise specified.

DATE

TITLE

SCRIPTURE

PREACHER

5 Jan

What a minister is
learning from
studying
psychology?

Matt 5:1-11

Nat Clarke

12 Jan

Be thankful always

Luke 17:11-19

Kevin Giles

19 Jan

Abortion- beyond
the impasse? (Eng)

Gen 3:1-20 (Eng)

Denise Clarke

26 Jan

Reconciliation in
Australia today

2 Cor 5:11-21
(Eng)

Joshua Millard

26 Feb
10:30am

Ash Wednesday
Service

Matt 6:1-6, 16-21

Denise Clarke

For additional readings please see elvanto or request a copy of the 2020 Planner and & Sermon Series by emailing Steph at admin@sttoms.org
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REMINDERS
ROSTER UNAVAILABILITIES - TERM 1
Please add in your unavailabilities into Elvanto for
Term 1 2020 and as you become aware of them!
This ensures the rostering is done smoothly and
that you are not scheduled in for something you
are not available for. If you come across any trouble
with this, message Steph to let her know and she
can put them in for you: admin@sttoms.org

ELVANTO PROFILE PICTURE
Do you have a new photo you would like to use as
your Elvanto profile picture? Email your picture to
Steph and she can upload it for you:
admin@sttoms.org

STAMPS FOR BUSH CHURCH AID
Please save your used stamps, especially those
collected over Christmas for BCA as they get money
for them. You are welcome to put the whole
envelope in the stamp box in front of the office!

STAFF ON LEAVE
John Carrick Long Service Leave 16 Dec - 3 Feb

SUNDAYS IN JANUARY
Creche As normal
Years 3 and below Holiday Sunday Club Program
Years 4-6 Remain in church with Activity Packs
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COMING UP AT ST TOM’S

WORKING BEE - FEB 1ST
9:00AM - 3:00PM
Save the date!

EUCALYPTS FOR SENIORS
Eucalypts program for 2019 is completed.
Next year's program begins in February and will be
on the third Wednesday of the month as usual.
The dates are February 19, March 18, April 15, May
20, June 17, July 15, August 19, September 16,
October 21, November 18.
God's Blessings for 2020,
Jan Shattock

PANCAKE TUESDAY - FEB 25TH
5PM
Come one, come all to our delicious Pancake
Tuesday.
It will be sweet!
It will be savoury!
And it’s the men who are cooking!
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ALPHA: EXPORE LIFE, FAITH AND MEANING
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith, typically run over 9
weeks on a Tuesday evening. Each week focuses on a different question around
faith and is designed to create conversation.
St. Tom’s will launch our 2020 Alpha program over two important dates:
ALPHA LEADERS TRAINING DAY (Run by Alpha Australia):
Saturday 8th February 10AM-2PM
In the Square at St Tom’s
Lunch will be provided
Suitable for anyone wanting to be involved in or explore alpha ministry
RSVP: brentonw@sttoms.org
SUMMER ALPHA LAUNCH EVENING:
Is there more to life than this?
Tuesday 18th February 7PM
In the Square at St Tom’s
Dinner and Dessert Provided
Do you know someone who has been exploring or asking questions about
faith? Invite them to our Summer Alpha Launch Night! Alpha is designed to be
invitational and accessible for anyone and the evening is a fun night of food
and conversation. Register your interest or chat with Brenton.
(brentonw@sttoms.org).

Our next Child Safe Training will be on 23rd February at 12pm. The training will
be hosted in Worship 2. This training is run twice-a-year for all those who serve at
St Thomas’; it is obligatory for those categorised as Category 1 Volunteers* but all
are welcome to attend.
We require that Category 1 volunteers attend this training at least once every two
years in order to remain eligible to serve at St Thomas.
St Thomas’ Leadership are committed to keeping ministry with children -

OPEN, SUPERVISED AND SAFE.
* For a list of serving positions classed as Category 1 Volunteer go to elvanto sttoms.elvanto.com.au/pages/volunteer-positions/
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BAPTISM
We had our first baptism at St.
Thomas' at 8.30 am on
Sunday December 15th. Gordon and
Val Blitz's granddaughter, Carly and
her husband Darren brought their
daughter, Elizabeth (Ellie) to be
baptised. Darren's parents from UK
and other family members joined in
the celebration. It was followed by a
delicious morning tea. We pray that
Ellie will grow in her faith as a
follower of Jesus.

FINANCES

Work for God Day:
Big thanks to everyone for
giving so generously to our
first fund-raiser for the
financial year.
All we have comes from Him,
but God loves us to be
generous.

Monthly Giving:
Our monthly giving has sadly not kept pace with
budget. We felt it best to let you know early.
Ebbs and flows happen, so please consider,
pray and give as the Lord liberates.
(continued on page 11)
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BALNARRING SCRIPTURE UNION FAMILY MISSION | PRAYER LETTER 2019/2020

OUR MISSION
From the 27th of December to the 4th of January, a team of
30+ passionate people from all different churches and
backgrounds are going to the Mornington Peninsula to run
a program for families, children and teens who spend their
summer in the town of Balnarring over the Christmas
holidays. Through this program, the Balnarring SUFM team
aims to share the wonderful news of Jesus; what he has
done for us and why our team has welcomed Him into our
lives.

OUR VISION
We run activities for pre-school kids to high school aged youth in both the morning and evenings. These include Bible studies,
activities, dramas, games and songs. We also run Bible studies and coffee chats in the mornings for all parents.

Planting seeds, watering and seeing fruit through God's
growth, so that the Balnarring community
can enter into eternal life with Jesus.
PRAYER FOR THE TEAM

PRAYER FOR THE PROGRAM

- Praise God for a team of wonderfully gifted people

- That lives will be changed by the gospel, either over mission or

- That God would guide us with His spirit, giving us wisdom

during our time at Balnarring over the years

and guidance as we maintain and create lasting relationships

- That parents would come for the program and stay for the parents

with families

group that meets and reads the Bible during morning program

- That our love for one another would set an example to

- Praise for the blessing that is the facilities at Balnarring Uniting

others as to what it's like to live in a Christ-like community

and Robertsons Park, both of which we are allowed to use year

- For unity and peace as a team as we live and work in close

after year

quarters; for compassion and focus on what unites us as a

- That we create an environment where children, teens and families

team

feel safe and empowered to learn about God and His love for them

- For energy to sustain us for the length of mission

If you are interested in getting prayer updates during mission, email
director@balnarringsufm.com to sign up.

VISIT US ON MISSION!
Our visitors day is 30/12/2019. Let
Hannah know on 0409 918 212 if
you are visiting & would like to stay
for lunch (12:45pm) or dinner
9 (6pm)

@BALNARRINGSUFM
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MISSIONS NEWS - RIDLEY
MELBOURNE, BRENTON WARD
Ridley Melbourne is a St Tom’s mission partner and a
theological college with a mission to “Equip and form men and women for God’s
mission in a rapidly changing and increasingly complex world”. Ridley students
come from a variety of denominations, cultures and backgrounds and are prepared
to serve God in various and necessary roles such as evangelists, church planters,
missionaries, lay people, school or hospital chaplains and in post-graduate study.
Ridley also has an important role serving the Anglican Church as a training provider
of our future ordained ministers. St Toms financially supports Ridley because, as a
church, we are eager to see people equipped as leaders, serving God in his church
and the world!
In 2019, I had the (long-awaited) opportunity to commence studies at Ridley which
has been a blessing and a steep learning curve! Studying theology has inspired me
to read the Bible with the knowledge that God is revealing himself to me as I read!
I’ve been motivated to read the Bible both to pass my subjects but also to learn
more about and draw closer to God. I’ve loved studying both Old and New
Testaments to gain a greater understanding of God’s character, the depths of his
disappointment with humanity yet the heights of his love as he remains faithful to
his promises. I’ve also gained Bible reading skills including how to interpret
different genres (narrative, parable etc.), understand tricky concepts and how to
get help when a passage just seems too difficult!
It’s an exciting time to be a Ridley student. In 2019, Ridley opened its new
buildings as a part of a campus building project and launched its five year strategic
plan, with a focus on four areas: innovation, leadership, partnerships and growth.
Having studied online, I’ve already benefited from Ridley’s commitment to
innovation; the online learning environment is high quality with leading lecturers
from Australia and around the world. There is regular opportunity for engagement
with other students and your confidence grows through contributions to online
seminars.
If anyone at St Toms is interested in studying at Ridley then I’d love to let you know
more about my experience as a Ridley student. Please pray for Ridley, for the
implementation of its strategic plan and that Ridley will continue for many years to
make a meaningful contribution to God’s kingdom through the raising up of many
people equipped to do his work.
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FINANCES
If you consider St Tom’s your church then please prayerfully consider giving
financially to its ministry. The running of St Tom’s relies upon the generosity of its
members. Below you can see the amounts which are required on a monthly basis for
running our church.
There are many ways to give financially, such as:

Direct Debit (see account details below)
Online with a Credit or Debit Card - go to sttoms.org/give
Cash or Cheque, into the offering taken up during our services
Through the Anglican Development Fund, forms available outside
the Admin office.
Most people find giving either by Direct Debit or Online the most convenient way
and setting their giving to reoccur monthly or weekly.
We support a number of mission organisations and, in line with our values, we give
10% of our income towards missions both local and international.

Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV

GIVING
If you are a visitor today, our service is a gift to you.
For those who are regular members we encourage giving electronically:

General
Account

Name

BSB

Account No.

St Thomas
Burwood

063-112

1039 7091

$

40,800

703-122

0500 5091

$

3,800

St Thomas
Building Fund ADF Building
Fund

Monthly
Required

11

2020

January

C O N TAC T D E TA I L S
STAFF
John Carrick

Lead Minister

johnc@sttoms.org

0412 438 021

Ruth Newmarch

Associate Minister /
Generations Pastor

ruthn@sttoms.org

0425 776 313

Joshua Millard

Young Adults Minister

joshuam@sttoms.org

0450 638 890

Joey Chan

Lay Minister

joeyc@sttoms.org

0418 123 861

Denise Clarke

Small Groups Ministry
Coordinator

denisec@sttoms.org

0438 595 527

Brenton Ward

Ministry Coordinator

brentonw@sttoms.org 0408 338 004

Stephanie Chan

Admin Assistant

admin@sttoms.org

9808 3250

Rita Ng

Chinese Admin Assistant

ch.admin@sttoms.org

9808 3250

Russell Gray

Prayer Circle

prayer@sttoms.org

0405 110 123

(volunteer)

ST TOM’S HOPE STAFF
Trami Truong

St Tom’s Hope
Community Outreach

tramit@sttoms.org
hope@sttoms.org

Josephine Armstrong English Class Coordinator

josephinea@sttomshope.org

Paula Adams-Grant

paulaa@sttomshope.org

Coach Coordinator

WARDENS
Ruth Kernebone

ruthk@ozemail.com.au

0408 345 136

Lawrence Gerbert

gebertll@gmail.com

0419 581 624

Ida Mak

idascmak@gmail.com

0488 332 438

CHILD SAFETY OFFICERS
Kerryn Gijsbers

kgijsbers@hotmail.com

0481 395 236

Sylvia Wu Law羅胡穗琳

sylvia_forgive@hotmail.com

0433 092 368
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