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FROM JOHN - LEAD MINISTER
I have been back from blessed long-service leave for a month now. I
thoroughly enjoyed the time with my family, relaxing and getting those
things done which required attention but I had been put off due to
busyness. I often thanked God for his goodness and the extended leave.
I am also very thankful to the staff team and in particular Ruth for so ably leading the church
during this time. Many of you have mentioned Ruth’s stellar job - of which I have no doubt. St
Tom’s has a wonderful team who genuinely care and thoughtfully lead us in Christ; not simply
those on staff but also in other areas of leadership. This was made apparent during our
recent commissioning of all who serve at St Tom’s.
During February the staff farewelled Stephanie Chan. Steph had been with us for 12 months.
Although Steph had not had an admin role prior, she picked up on the position and did a
brilliant job - often going beyond the call of duty! Steph leaves the legacy of having trained
Rita very well. Rita is doing a wonderful job. In addition to looking after our Chinese
congregations, Rita is the acting Admin Assistant for our English speaking congregations
too! As of 2 March our new Admin Assistant starts, Rita will be training our new Admin over
the coming weeks.
With Steph’s permission I share her following Instagram post:
Yesterday was my last day working at St Thomas’. I began feeling ambivalent about
accepting the position. When I started, I found the work challenging and endless.
There were days where I dreaded going to work and questioned whether I should
have declined the job offer or stayed unemployed. Over these past 11 months
however I have grown a passion for admin work but more so a deep love for the staff
team and people at St Tom’s ❤ I have enjoyed immensely working alongside the
team to serve God and his people. Needless to say, I have learnt much from them. I
developed friendships with both young and old. The encouragement I got from them
was more helpful than they realise. I have learnt more than ever how good God’s
plans are - He promises “in all things to work for the good of those who love him... to
be conformed to the image of his son” (Romans 8:28-29). God has used this job to
grow my character - my patience, humility and selflessness, my convictions - a deeper
understanding of and trust in his word, and my competency - newfound ministry and
admin skills. Even if these things weren’t tangible, I know I can trust that God will use
all things to make himself known and to make me more like Jesus (wow). I thank God
for this season of life - may it gently correct me when I forget to see the bigger
picture (God’s sovereignty in all things) like my ambivalent self when I started this job,
and teach me and be a source of comfort to me that I can approach the next with
confidence and thankfulness in Him "
We will very much miss Steph.
John
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SERMON SERIES, PREACHING ROSTER
AND READINGS
Note: Services are at 8:30 am or 10:30 am unless otherwise specified.

EXODUS

We continue to follow Israel in their deliverance and redemption in Exodus,
remembering that these things were written down for us (1 Cor 4:11).

SERIES/
SERVICE

DATE

TITLE

1 Mar

I am the Lord
and I will free
you

8 Mar

I will harden
Pharaoh’s heart

15 Mar

7 Plagues

22 Mar

Final Plagues

29 Mar

Pass Over

Exodus
Messy Church
@10:00

Palm Sunday

5 Apr

SCRIPTURE

PREACHER

Ex 6:1-13

Denise C
(8:30)

Ex 6:28-7:13

Joshua M

Ex 7:14-21

Bishop Paul
Barker

Ex 10:1-11:10
selected verses

Ruth N

Ex 12:1-32

John C

Matt 21:1-11

Joshua M

For additional readings please see elvanto or request a copy of the 2020 Planner and & Sermon Series by emailing admin@sttoms.org
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COMING UP AT ST TOM’S
YOUNG ADULTS SUMMER SERIES
MAR 2 7:15PM
6/3

GOD GOES TO WAR
Spolier alert: He wins
13/3 I HAVE READ AND ACCEPTED THE TERMS
AND CONDITIONS
*T’s & C’s apply
20/3 FANTASTIC BEASTS & WHAT TO DO WITH
THEM
A story of sin, sacrifice and loss.
27/3 HOT TOPIC #1
The first of many; where we discuss some big
topics with some big minds

SAVE
THE
DATE
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COMING UP AT ST TOM’S
EUCALYPTS FOR
SENIORS
The third Wednesday of
the month. March 18

Tom's Crew is an after
school program with
lots of fun games,
activities and bible
stories for primary school aged kids
that runs on Thursdays.

SAVE THE DATE!
Youth camp
July 6-9

NEW PROGRAM
AT ST TOM’S!
Fridays 6, 13 & 20
March. $5 per session.
For more details contact:
Narelle 0414 483 689 or
Janelle 0411 099 887

NOTES FROM PARISH COUNCIL
• Parish Council discussed the Treasurers’ report and noted that
our collections are behind budget by about $9,000 for the first
quarter of the year. We decided we should draw this to
parishioners’ attention.
• We scheduled an extra meeting of Parish Council on 25 March to discuss the
proposal to reduce Parish Council’s size and establish congregation committees
that was considered at a statutory meeting of the parish in September last year.
Please pray for our work on this issue and feel free to attend the meeting if you
are interested. If we decide to pursue the idea we will discuss it more with
parishioners down the track.
• Parish Council heard a report from Ruth Newmarch on the Generations ministries
and discussed her plans for the year.
• We also heard about a number of small changes to that will be made to the
building to make the environment more comfortable for children with autism
spectrum disorders and other changes arising from the recommendations of the
diocesan insurance audit of our building’s safety.
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COACH AT ST. TOM’S
COACH – Creating Opportunities and
Casting Hope - is a program of support
successfully used by Crossway Baptist. It is
about strengthening vulnerable individuals,
families and children, through mentoring support as they work towards selfidentified life goals.
To become a mentor with COACH there is a need to do training at Crossway so as
to effectively support someone who is doing it tough. There are three COACH
mentors at St. Tom’s who have completed this excellent training, Paula Adams,
Joyce Vine and Lorraine Johnstone. Men are also important in the role as mentors
for COACH and every adult age group is invited to consider whether this could be
a role for them to the community via the church. Once you are trained you are
matched with a person from the community and you are provided with support in
this important role. Once St Tom’s has the minimum of five mentors trained there
is an opportunity for St. Tom’s to spearhead its own COACH program independent
of Crossway should the church desire to do so. Crossway mentors people from
the Chinese community. So this call extends to people of the Chinese
congregations at St Tom’s to consider undertaking the initial training and being
part of this rewarding program.
Recent data provided by Crossway in regard to COACH states that COACH is the
fastest growing church ministry in Australia. The data also shows that 50% of
people who are mentored via the COACH program join a church.
To find out more please contact John Carrick, Paula Adams, Lorraine Johnstone or
Joyce Vine.
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MISSIONS NEWS
Around Australia, Prison
Fellowship volunteers are
changing lives on the inside.
Prison Fellowship is a volunteer
movement that exists because we believe that even the most broken lives and
situations can be restored and made whole again when we respond to God’s call to
serve men and women behind bars.
No matter what a prisoner has done, God still loves them and has a plan and
purpose for them. Many prisoners desperately want to change the attitudes and
behaviour that led to prison. Prison Fellowship volunteer prison visitors like Brian
can help walk with them on that journey.
As Brian says, “I share my testimony and I show them where God can bring change.
When you read the Bible from the heart, God will meet with you. I've seen many
people change, and many people give their heart to God.”
Prison Fellowship volunteers go into prisons all over Australia, building
relationships with inmates as a living witness of God’s love. Many volunteers run
gospel programs such as The Prisoner’s Journey and Change on the Inside.
The Prisoners Journey is an 8-week course that introduces prisoners to a fellow
prisoner – Jesus. This is not traditional teaching or preaching. It’s about putting the
Gospel in front of inmates and giving them the chance to make up their own minds
about Jesus.
One prisoner shared, “It took me going to prison to have a good look at my life
and the decisions I'd made. I know I've done wrong and I know Jesus is the way. I
want to choose the right path when I get out.'”
This prisoner will be released in a few months and is determined to live differently
to how he lived prior to going to prison. Jesus is an encounter he’ll never forget!
Prison Fellowship’s volunteer impact extends far beyond the prisoner alone. When
you change the heart of one prisoner by placing a Prison Fellowship volunteer
alongside them, you impact generations to come. As our Change on the Inside
program volunteer Niven says, “Children, their wives, you’re affecting more people
down the line.”
“Often these are second or third generation problems. I’m working with a guy now
and he’s 50. His mum died when he was 6, and his dad died when he was 9 and he’s
been in institution after institution. That’s all he’s known before he went into jail. He
came to the Lord about three years ago and he’s just trying to get right and his life
on track.”
Prison Fellowship’s volunteers bring the Gospel not just to one person, but to their
families as well. We would love you to join us in showing God’s love to everyone
affected by crime.
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STAFF NEWS
This week past we offer the role of Chinese Minister to Terence Ng! Terence
currently leads two churches (Springvale and Frankston). Terence is a hardworking
pastoral leader and we greatly look forward to he and his family joining us.
Terence will be received into the Anglican Church on 15 March at our combined
service.
We envisage Terence commencing with us in May subject to the diocesan
clearances.
We welcome our new Admin Assistant! An energetic
young man and passionate about his faith. (Bonus the
new AA can speak Cantonese and Mandarin!). Please
make him welcome.

AMOS FONG

"Hi! My name is Amos. I'm an amateur tennis player with
a great sense of humour (in my opinion - some people
disagree!) and a taste for good coffee. I'm very excited
to serve as St Thomas' new admin assistant! I look
forward to working with you all.”

STAFF LEAVE
John 2 - 10 March
Ruth 6 - 13, 16 - 20 March

THE DAILY BIBLE AND PRAYER APP
Bishops Paul and Brad have created a new Daily Bible
and Prayer resource, to help us Anglicans read God's
Word and pray each day.
Apple Apps: ADOM Prayer Diary
Google play store link :
https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.melbourneanglican.melbourneanglican
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REMINDERS
COLLECTING 2 LITRE DRINK BOTTLE FOR
PLAYGROUP
Please save these! Drop off to plastic tub in the Lounge by 10 March.
Note: Removing the label would be much appreciated!
Thanks, Judy and Janelle.

ELVANTO PROFILE PICTURE
Do you have a new photo you would like to use as your Elvanto
profile picture? You can add a photo via your elvanto profile, or email
your picture to admin@sttoms.org

UNAVAILABILITIES
Please continue to add your unavailabilities into Elvanto as you
become aware of them! This ensures the rostering is done smoothly
and that you are not scheduled in for something you are not
available for. If you come across any trouble with this, message Rita
to let her know and she can put them in for you.

STAMPS FOR BUSH CHURCH AID
Please save your used stamps, especially those collected over
Christmas for BCA as they get money for them. You are welcome to
put the whole envelope in the stamp box in front of the office!

COMMUNITY NEWS
Tom’s Crew is looking for 4 volunteers to help out
with the cooking once a term between 4-6pm. This
involves helping prepare dinner under the direction of
one of our volunteer chefs. Please contact Matt
at matta@sttoms.org if that could be you.

www.minimaestros.com.au

Mini Maestros is a music education program which
use our facilities on Wednesday mornings. They
currently have vacancies. Their music education
classes cater for 6 months to 5 year olds. MM is
currently offering a reduced rate for St Tom’s families.
For more info contact Jennifer Smith
M 0409 070 972 jennifer.smith@minimaestros.com.au
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FINANCES AND BUDGET UPDATE
Budget

Actual giving

Budget

As of Jan

Collections

Building Fund

Actual giving 131K

15.8K

Budget

15.2K

163K

Actual giving
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FINANCES
If you consider St Tom’s your church then please prayerfully consider giving
financially to its ministry. The running of St Tom’s relies upon the generosity of its
members. Below you can see the amounts which are required on a monthly basis for
running our church.
There are many ways to give financially, such as:

Direct Debit (see account details below)
Online with a Credit or Debit Card - go to sttoms.org/give
Cash or Cheque, into the offering taken up during our services
Through the Anglican Development Fund, forms available outside
the Admin office.
Most people find giving either by Direct Debit or Online the most convenient way
and setting their giving to reoccur monthly or weekly.
We support a number of mission organisations and, in line with our values, we give
10% of our income towards missions both local and international.

Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV

GIVING
If you are a visitor today, our service is a gift to you.
For those who are regular members we encourage giving electronically:

General
Account

Name

BSB

Account No.

St Thomas
Burwood

063-112

1039 7091

$

40,800

703-122

0500 5091

$

3,800

St Thomas
Building Fund ADF Building
Fund

Monthly
Required
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C O N TAC T D E TA I L S
STAFF
John Carrick

Lead Minister

johnc@sttoms.org

0412 438 021

Ruth Newmarch

Associate Minister /
Generations Pastor

ruthn@sttoms.org

0425 776 313

Joshua Millard

Youth & Young Adults
Minister

joshuam@sttoms.org

0450 638 890

Joey Chan

Lay Minister

joeyc@sttoms.org

0481 238 631

Denise Clarke

Small Groups Ministry
Coordinator

denisec@sttoms.org

0438 595 527

Brenton Ward

Ministry Coordinator

brentonw@sttoms.org 0408 338 004

Amos Fong

Admin Assistant

admin@sttoms.org

9808 3250

Rita Ng 吳伍婉儀 Chinese Admin Assistant

ch.admin@sttoms.org

9808 3250

Russell Gray

prayer@sttoms.org

0405 110 123

Prayer Circle

(volunteer)

ST TOM’S HOPE STAFF
Trami Truong

St Tom’s Hope
Community Outreach

tramit@sttoms.org
hope@sttoms.org

Josephine Armstrong English Class Coordinator

josephinea@sttomshope.org

Clare Gogerly

Kids Hope Coordinator

kids_hope@sttoms.org

Paula Adams-Grant

Coach Coordinator

paulaa@sttomshope.org

WARDENS
Ruth Kernebone

ruthk@ozemail.com.au

0408 345 136

Lawrence Gerbert

gebertll@gmail.com

0419 581 624

Ida Mak

idascmak@gmail.com

0488 332 438

CHILD SAFETY OFFICERS
Kerryn Gijsbers

kgijsbers@hotmail.com

0481 395 236

Sylvia Wu Law羅胡穗琳

sylvia_forgive@hotmail.com

0433 092 368
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